
Membership Options (The membership year is from July 1 through June 30):
Individual Member: $25
Organization/Agency Member (Any number per agency, limited to two votes): $50
Student and individuals age 65 and older: $10

The Partnership is comprised of individuals, agencies and businesses that support the purposes of The
Partnership and pay annual dues. ​Your membership and active participation strengthens our ability to meet

our mission “to promote safe communities for older adults and adults with disabilities in NC through
prevention, recognition, protection and prosecution of abuse, neglect and exploitation.” 

​

As I begin my term as Chair of the Partnership, I want to first express my
sincere appreciation to our outgoing Chair, Autumn Cox, for her leadership,
dedication, and service. Autumn’s commitment to the Partnership’s mission has
helped advance the important work of protecting vulnerable adults across
North Carolina, and we are grateful for her contributions. 

I am honored to step into this role and continue working alongside such a
dedicated group of professionals. Through collaboration, shared learning, and
professional connections, we continue to support one another while advancing
the important work of adult protection. 

As we move into the fall, I encourage you to stay engaged, take advantage of
opportunities to connect with colleagues, and share your ideas about how the
Partnership can continue to meet the needs of professionals across our state. 

Thank you for your commitment to the people and communities we serve. 
I look forward to serving as Chair and working with all of you.
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Strengthening Partnerships to Prevent Adult Abuse
A  S H A R E D  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N :

A Note From Our New Chair, Kristy Preston

Become a Member of the Partnership

Visit www.ncp3a.org/membership and fill out the membership application to receive access to
professional networking opportunities, education, advocacy tools, annual conference discounts and more!

2026 Virtual
General Meeting

Dates:  
September 16
November 18

th

th

http://www.ncp3a.org/membership.html


P SYCHOLOG ICAL  R ECOVE RY  AN D  R ESI LI E NCE  
AFTE R  FI NANCIAL  EXP LOITATION

Federal Appropriations

·The House Committee on Labor, Health and Human Services (LHHS) passed an appropriation bill out of committee for LHHS. 
It has not gone to the floor. The bill continues level funding for EJA activities at $30 million. Unlike past years, it does not state
that funding should not be spent on APS formula grants. There has been no movement or draft available in the Senate. 

·Congress is most likely to pass a continuing resolution at least through the elections. CRs continue funding at the previous
year’s level. 

·The Social Services Block Grant is not under threat at the current moment.

·There has been no movement on Elder Justice Act reauthorization

Important Update from the Congressional Research Service

On July 14, the Congressional Research Service (CRS) released “In Focus: Adult Protective Services: Background and Funding.”
This two-page report updates prior data and provides a concise outline of the federal funding history of adult protective
services. CRS is the research arm of Congress and develops background material on issues at the request of members and
their staff. The publication of this report could mean a greater number of inquiries on the background of APS and shows the
impression made by advocates on Congressional offices.

Consider sharing this report with your members of Congress, State and local legislators and your Senior Tar heel Legislator.
Highlight your APS program and how this funding is important to the older adults and adults with disabilities you serve – their
constituents.

The NC Partnership to Address Adult Abuse looks forward to continued advocacy at the federal level through NAPSA and
private citizens just like you…working to improve adult protective services across the country. We also look forward to
providing support for any legislation that may be put forward in the upcoming NC General Assembly long session that will
modernize and improve NC’s APS program. We’re counting on you! 

ADVOCACY  U P DATES

A l m o s t  eve r yo n e  k n o w s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  s c a m m e d .  B u t  w h e n  a n  o l d e r  a d u l t  ex p e r i e n c e s
f i n a n c i a l  ex p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e  i m p a c t  c a n  ex t e n d  f a r  b eyo n d  t h e  m o n ey  t h a t  i s  l o s t .

Th e  N a t i o n a l  C e n te r  o n  E l de r  Ab u s e  ( NCEA )  re c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  P s yc h o l o g i c a l  R e c ove r y  a n d
R e s i l i e n c e  Af t e r  Fi n a n c i a l  E x p l o i t a t i o n ,  a  t w o - p a g e  f a c t  s h e e t  t h a t  fo c u s e s  o n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  a n d
p s yc h o l o g i c a l  e f fe c t s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  ex p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  wa ys  p ro fe s s i o n a l s  c a n  s u p p o r t  re c ove r y .

Th e  f a c t  s h e e t  h i g h l i g h t s  c o m m o n  c o n s e q u e n c e s  s u c h  a s  e m b a r ra s s m e n t ,  d e p re s s i o n ,  a n g e r,
v u l n e ra b i l i t y ,  a n d  l o s s  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  c o n t ro l .  

Fo r  A P S  p ro fe s s i o n a l s ,  t h e  re s o u rc e  o f fe r s  p ra c t i c a l  a p p ro a c h e s  fo r  s u p p o r t i n g  o l d e r  a d u l t s  a f t e r
ex p l o i t a t i o n ,  i n c l ud i n g  va l id a t i n g  t h e i r  ex p e r i e n c e s ,  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e i r  s t re n g t h s  a n d  c o p i n g  s k i l l s ,  a n d
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t s .
C o n s id e r  s h a r i n g  t h i s  f a c t  s h e e t  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  o t h e r  p ro fe s s i o n a l s  w h o  s u p p o r t  o l d e r  a d u l t s
ex p e r i e n c i n g  f i n a n c i a l  ex p l o i t a t i o n .  It  p rov id e s  a  u s e f u l  re m i n d e r  t h a t  re c ove r y  i n vo l ve s  m o re  t h a n
a d d re s s i n g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s .
R e s o u rc e :  P s yc h o l o g i c a l  R e c ove r y  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e  Af t e r  Fi n a n c i a l  E x p l o i t a t i o n

AA R P ’ s  “ Wo r d s  M a t t e r  Wh e n  Ta l k i n g  A b o u t  Fra ud ”  ex p l a i n s  h o w  c o m m o n  p h ra s e s  s u c h  a s  “ fe l l  fo r  a
s c a m ”  o r  “ wa s  d u p e d ”  c a n  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b l a m e  v i c t i m s  ra t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c r i m i n a l s  w h o  d e l i b e ra t e l y
m a n i p u l a t e  a n d  s t e a l  f ro m  t h e m .  Th e  a r t i c l e  e n c o u ra g e s  u s i n g  c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  c r i m e - fo c u s e d  
l a n g u a g e  t h a t  re d u c e s  s h a m e ,  s u p p o r t s  v i c t i m s ,  a n d  m a ke s  p e o p l e  m o re  c o m fo r t a b l e  re p o r t i n g  f ra ud
a n d  s e e k i n g  h e l p .  

R ES O U RCES

WOR DS  MATTE R  WH E N  TAL KI NG  ABOUT  F RAU D

https://ncea.usc.edu/
https://ncea.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NCEA-Psychological-Recovery-and-Resilience-After-Financial-Exploitation_web.pdf
https://ncea.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NCEA-Psychological-Recovery-and-Resilience-After-Financial-Exploitation_web.pdf
https://ncea.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NCEA-Psychological-Recovery-and-Resilience-After-Financial-Exploitation_web.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aarp.org/lp/words-matter/


Partnership members and Awareness Committee Co-Chairs, Stephanie Bias (NC Dept. of Insurance, SHIIP/SMP) and
John Maron (NC Dept. of the Secretary of State), continue to criss-cross the state representing their respective
agencies and the Partnership at various anti-fraud events, many of which have been organized by other Partnership
organizations and feature representatives from the NC Attorney General’s Office and local law enforcement.
 
Stephanie and John are also Co-Chairs of the NC Senior Consumer Fraud Task Force, a more informal, yet allied
organization with the Partnership. During last month’s quarterly meeting, our guest speaker was Jenna Emery, a Special
Agent with the United States Secret Service (USSS). Although there are small, resident offices in Greensboro, Raleigh
and Wilmington, she suggested contacting the Charlotte Field Office if you suspect cyberfraud or frauds involving
digital currencies. The Charlotte Field Office can be reached at (704) 442- 8370, or via email at CLT-
clt.virtualcurrency@usss.dhs.gov. She offered the following tips and contact information which we are passing along
here:
 
If you or someone you know suspects an issue with an account:

Notify the affected financial institution.
Change phone numbers, passwords, emails, etc.
Update privacy settings as applicable.
Contact law enforcement, FTC Consumer Sentinel, Elder Abuse hotline

Phishing email: NCCIC phishing-report@us-cert.gov, National Cybersecurity Communications & Integration
Center
Identity Theft: FTC www.ftc.gov/complaint www.ftc.gov/complaint, Federal Trade Commission
Online Fraud: IC3 www.IC3.gov, Internet Crime Complaint Center
Elder Fraud Hotline: consumer.ftc.gov/scam-alerts or elderjustice.gov/senior-scam-alert, 833-372-8311

For more information, visit: https://www.secretservice.gov/investigations/cyber
 
Finally, please share any upcoming activities or events from your organization so we can help spread the word. The
Partnership’s Calendar of Events (www.ncp3a.org/calendar.html) allows you to link your organization’s calendar so
events automatically appear in real time. For help linking calendars, contact John Maron.

Visit the NCP3A Website

Email NCP3A

Like us on Facebook
PO Box 10531 Raleigh, NC 27605

Email Allison Crossman, NCP3A Communications Coordinator, to
subscribe to our monthly email alerts and quarterly newsletters! 

Visit our website to view upcoming meetings,
membership information, scholarship information,

events, resources and more!

N e x t  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g :
S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 2 6  

v i a  Z o o m
9 : 3 0 a m - 1 1 : 3 0 a m

R E G I S T E R

Kristy Preston, Chair
Heather Magill, Chair Elect
Autumn Cox, Immediate Past Chair

Kevin Robertson, Secretary
Stacy Ferrell, Treasurer
Allison Crossman, Communications

Nancy Warren, Advocacy
Tommy Achenbach, Education
Stephanie Bias, Awareness
John Maron, Awareness

2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  N C P 3 A  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D

S T A T E - W I D E  E V E N T S  &  A W A R E N E S S
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